
 
 

       May 3, 2022 

 

Ben Blom, Field Manager 

BLM Central Coast Field Office 

Attn: Cotoni-Coast Dairies RMPA/EA 

940 2nd Ave., Marina, CA  

93933-6009 

blm_ca_cotoni_coast_dairies@blm.gov 

bblom@blm.gov 

 

Re: BLM’s Change to Implementation Action for Warrenella Gate Parking Lot &  

 Demand for Supplemental NEPA Analysis  

 

Dear Messrs. Blom and Zaborsky, 

 

 On behalf of Davenport North Coast Association (“DNCA”) and Friends of the North 

Coast (“FONC”), I am submitting this letter to formally demand supplemental NEPA analysis in 

light of BLM’s recent significant change to Implementation Action MA-REC-23 for Warrenella 

Gate Parking Lot.   

 

DNCA has learned that on March 15, 2022 BLM obtained an Encroachment Permit from 

the County of Santa Cruz to connect its Northern Access to Cement Plant Road (a County-

maintained road) at a location approximately 190 feet south of the location shown on the RMPA 

Map.1  BLM’s Final Traffic Study (p.9) states that the “proposed Warrenella Road – Gate 

parking area would be accessed from Cement Plant Road approximately 250 feet north of 

Cement Plant Road/Warrenella Road.”  The new location is only approximately 60 feet 

(centerline to centerline) north of the Warrenella Road intersection with Cement Plant Road as 

shown on the 4/13/2022 BLM Parking Lot Site Plan2.  This significant change represents 

substantial changes to the proposed actions necessitating supplemental environmental review.  

See 40 C.F.R. § 1502.9(d).   

 

In an effort to understand the full scope and threats to public health and safety from 

BLM’s substantial changes to the location of this access point, DNCA has contracted with a 

professional traffic engineer to prepare a Traffic Engineer Analysis, which concludes that 

 
1  Attached hereto as Attachment 1  
2  Attached hereto as Attachment 2 
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“significant vehicular conflict, interference as to use of Warrenella Road, and safety 

impacts will occur if the newly proposed BLM Access is implemented.”  Jeffery III, James 

C., P.E., PTOE, “Impacts on Warrenella Road Intersection with Cement Plant Road from 

Proposed BLM to Cotoni-Coast Dairies” (April 24, 2022) (attached as Attachment 3).  As you 

know, last Friday (April 29, 2022), DNCA submitted this report to BLM’s Central Coast Field 

Manager and the County Public Works Director.  Mr. Jeffery’s conclusion is based largely on the 

AASHTO Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets Turning Templates for tractor-

trailers which regularly use Warrenella Road.  BLM’s RMPA says 150,000 to 250,000 annual 

visitors are anticipated to Cotoni-Coast Dairies.  Because BLM has not yet identified a feasible 

access and day use area for the southern entrance to the Monument, the Northern Access, if 

allowed to proceed, would be the only access for to the Monument for the foreseeable future in 

contravention of the RMPA’s requirement for two access locations.      

 

BLM’s Consistency Determination submitted to the California Coastal Commission for 

the required concurrence states that “implementation decisions for recreation identify the site-

specific designs and location for the BLM to construct parking areas…”  BLM is not 

implementing the Warrenella Gate Parking Lot Plan (Attachment 2) as identified in its approved 

RMPA, nor as conditionally concurred with by the California Coastal Commission.  Instead, 

BLM has moved the Access approximately 190 feet to the south to a location which results in 

traffic safety impacts for users of Warrenella Road (as well as future visitors to Cotoni-Coast 

Dairies).  By changing the configuration and access location, BLM has also substantially 

increased the necessary grading, substantially reduced the amount of parking spaces from 69 to 

42, and substantially increased the impact of the parking and day use area on visual resources as 

experienced by users of Cotoni-Coast Dairies and Highway 1 and neighboring landowners.     

 

All of the foregoing create environmental impacts,3 as well as impacts on coastal 

resources protected by the California Coastal Commission.  Hence, they require supplemental 

NEPA analysis under 40 CFR §1502.9(d).  Yet, it appears BLM intends to begin construction on 

the Warrenella Road parking lot without first preparing any supplemental environmental and 

traffic review.   

 

You are hereby on notice that DNCA and FONC will explore all legal avenues to prevent 

the implementation of this revised action absent supplemental NEPA review, including by filing 

an amended notice of appeal, statement of reasons, and petition for stay with the Interior Board 

of Land Appeals, as well as possible federal court litigation.   

 

Please advise if BLM agrees to perform the required supplemental NEPA analysis and to 

cease any and all activities in furtherance of implementing MA-REC-23 for the Warrenella Gate 

 
3 RMPA Section 4.12.2 under Transportation and Travel Management provides that, “….  The primary impact of 

concern would be any performance degradation of roadways providing key access to the parking areas on the 

Monument.”  
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Parking Lot and communicate such agreement to the undersigned so as to be received no later 

than 5:00 p.m. on May 9, 2022. 

 

By the above deadline please also provide me with a full set of the nine-page “PLAN” for 

the Warrenella Gate Parking Lot dated 4/13/2022 by J. Parker P.E, page 1 of which is attached 

hereto as Attachment 2. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Michael R. Lozeau 

Lozeau Drury LLP 

on behalf of Davenport North Coast Association and  

Friends of the North Coast 

 

Attachments 

 

cc: DNCA 

 FONC 

 Erica L. Anderson, Attorney-Advisor, USDOI (erica.anderson@sol.doi.gov) 
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